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IMPLEMENTATION OF STORYTELLING METHOD IN
DEVELOPING EMPATHY IN EARLY CHILDREN AGED 56 YEARS
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A, BAUKGROUND OF THE FROBLEM

Al the stage of early childbosd development. namely between the upes of 5 amd 6
vears. il is & very imponant period in fomming vwrows aspects of children’s crmestional.
social, and cognitive abilities. At this age, children hegin to keam about interpersonal
relationships in understanding their ovas and others’ feaelings and developing their abiliny
10 communicate verbally und non-verbally (Rohmewat, 2005) . On the other hund, they
also begin to understand ahstract concepts such as emotions, moral values, and the ability
o empathize with others. Empathy itsclf iv the ahility w0 fecl and anderstand the feclings
of others and respond to theay 1m g positive wiy (Ruskon, lsmotulloh, Lathfivah, Khairodn,
20024) . This abdility is very important to develop becnmse empathy helps children interact
harmoniously with their social enviranment, a5 well ns Form an amitude of tolerance and
understunding of dilferences. One ellective way w develop empathy in carly childhood is
throaigh the gorytelling method (Ammullah & Avalunisah, 20225,
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The storvielling method s o wchnigue that has been veed since: ancie Ii.trB s
means of conveying messages, moral values and entertaining the audience (Syahmu
Ramadhan, Yayuk Kusmawati. Nomnal Khstimah, Nurul Hikmaml Ma'wish, Pinkan,
Yumama. 20241 , In the comext of early childhood edecation, the storytelling nﬂud el
only functions as a mediom of entertainment, hut alsn as 1 very effective means of
developing children's empathy i Nurfazrina et al,, 20080 . Wher listening 1o storics, children
are given the opportunity ®© enter an imaginury world rich in emotionn] experiences.
Children can foel the feclings of the characters in the story, both positive and negative, nnd
this provides space for them o ilentify and uderstand the various feclings they may
eapericnoe in everyduy life (Ahmad et ul., 20231 . Theough stories, children can lesm about
other peaple’s perspecti ves and how other people's faelings can be differcnt from the ir owa,
which is an important foundation for the development of empathy (Pertlwi, 20009

Through the story method, children will alse be laughl sboul e conseguences of
actions and decisions taken by the chamcters in the story. This allows children to leam
ahout the impomance of cossidering the feclings of others when making decisions (Coo
Cabyati, Abmadin, 20245 . Through stonies, children can leam abowl various e st
that invobee foelings, relationships between individuals and ways that can bhe wsed o
resalve conflices positively (Utami, 2009) . Ths, the storyielling methad can stinmulaie
children w ek more deeply about their Reelings and those of vibers und how they ca
n’.:q'lﬁru‘[ in A gn:ul way, Thiz 15 the cwciwe aof i{¢r¢|q’.|irrg d'l'q'luﬂ‘i.'_c in l;'ll'|}' childhaod
(Hanum, 222 .

The storylelling method bus muny sdventages, ooe of which & the ability w
introsdeee varions soclal sinatioss that childiea may never have experienced dincetly
(Mhamer al., 2024 Children can keam bow store characters interact with others, how they
overcome problems or chillenges related 1o ow they shaw allention and concern [or the
feclings of athers (Siregar ot ol , 2020) . In sores, children can also learm ahbom values
anch as honesty, Eindness and friendship, all of which contribute 0 the development of
empathy. In additon, storyielling can areate deep and ouchimg expeniences for children
and cun strengthen their understunding of emcotioms and sociul reluionships (Fudlun. 2009)

The we of storyiel lisg methods in develuping empathy E:Mh' childhood can ulso
e seen 1n Lhe conteal of activiy-bused ewernig . Swries wald o children can be followed
by discussion activitics, rofe-plavieg or cven oreating their own stores (lrzati &
Yubsyolriend. 2020 _ This activity mot only maekes children more wctive in the leurming
process, bul alse provides an opporunity (or them Lo reflect on therr own [eelings umd
experiences and will keam about how to ineract with their friends postively (Ramadhan,
Ihlas, et al.. 20243 . Thus, the siorvielling method not only teaches empathy passively
through stones, bt also actively through direct expenences that mvolve children in the
keaming proocss (Wahyani & Nasaticon, 2007) ,

I its implementagiog, it is mporant W choose a story that is uppropriate to the age
and developmentul level of the child, Stories thal are oo comples or irrelevant o the child's
life expericnces may not help them understond the feelings nnd situations in the story.
Therelore, choming the right sory is cruclal 1o schieving the goul of developing empathy
m early childhood (Kusuma & Satspa, X200 . A good story is @ sory that can touch
chikdren's leelings, trigger their curosity, and then invite them 10 think about human
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relstioaships and bow emotions ialleence actions (Romadhan, Mutiara, €t ., 2024) . To
make the atosphere in stionytelling seem interesting, serious and meaningful, the ability.
creativily and expertise of educalors or parenis ane seaded in conveving the siory so that
the substance of the story conveyed can he leamed for everyday life (Sodarta, 2022} .

Educators or parents who tell the story also play an important mole in this process.
Emationa storyielling with approgriste fucial expressions, voioes, and body language can
being the story 1o life wml belp children feel the emothom in the story mose, literaction
hetween educators and children whea telling stonies is alko important o decpen children’s
understumding of leelings und emputhy (Nerfoarim et al., 2020) . Gdoculors wihao are able
o provide rellective gueslions wier the story iz [aished can belp children anulyee Lhe
feelings of the characters in the story and how those feelings Influenee their actions (Syahm
Ramadhan, 3024) . One of the challenges in developing empathy in eurly chibdbood is that
this abilily regures lime and am oggromng process. Childeen a1 thes age are sull in the eary
stages of forming self-concept and relationships with others (Indanah & Yulisctyaningrum.,
219 . Therelore. developmp emputhy is not something thal can be achieved in a short
lirme, bul requires a comsstent and ongoing approsch. The storviellimg method provades an
oppoemunity o introduee vaninus feelings and social experiences gradually, so that children
cun gradually Jewm o undens tuwd and respood (o olfgr pevple’s leelings in g positive way.

From the explunation dbogry it shows tha the implemestutivn of the duryielling
method in developing empathy in early childhood aged 56 vears s a very offective
spprowch (Anher & Romadbun, 2024)  This method not only provides o deep emisonsd
eaperiencve [or children, bul wso dlows em o lzam sboul sociul reletionships. (oelmgss
and maoral valucs that are imponasr in everyday lite (Madyawari, 20171 . Theough storics,
chibdren can beum how W empathiee with others ue understind i viber peeple's leelings
are mnportant und worbhy of respect (Mahimiin e al 20045 'Ihls.lhi:sul}mlll:rﬂhml
i o of the most tscfnl ways o shape the characser and cmotional intelligence of children
al mn curly age in educationd unils &5 @ ellecive vehicle for developing childmen's
empathy . especially [or chikizen @ Bam Insan Rabakodo Kindlergarien.

At Bani Insan Rahakodo Kinderganen, the application of storyiclling methods in
developing empathy in early childhond is caried out with a holistic and inferactive
approach. This schood he o vision w educale children in o fun way and baesied on direct
expericnce. In every lenming activity, cducators at Bani Insan Rabakodo K indergarten try
160 inchisde story elenents thal can attiact children's anention, cither thiough ofil slories,
pictures, of olber visuul media. Educsiors wse illustrled stores thel describe vunous
feelings, such as happingss, sadngss, fearoreomwage. These stories ane usually chosen based
o hemes that are relevait to childrens daily lives sieh as friendship, cooperation and
homesty . By using vunows types of stonies. chibdren not only learm about the characters in
the story, b are also invitad o recognize their own feelings and those of others aronnd
them,

To make the sorvtelling process more interesting and in-tepth, eductors st Bumi
Insan Rabakodo Kindergamen do not anly sell stories passively, ot also involve children
in various activities afier the story istold, After listening 1o 0 story, childsen are invited 1o
discuss the feelings of the churscters m the story and how they woulkl respond 1o the same
situation. This is done in the form of questions sl answers involving all children. so that
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they can share therr thoughts and (eelings with each other. Children are also given the
OppertugRy to play the rele of & charsceer in the story through role- playing sctivities. This
activity allows them to directly feel the feslings of the characters in the story and sce the
sifwation from someone else’s perspective. This approach mot only mereases children’s
imvolvement in the storytelling process, but also helps them to hetter understand the
emotions and nctioms associstad with the story,

The application of storvielling methods in developing empathy in Bani Insan
Rabakodn Kinderganen is very impomant i he resenrched and #ﬂd more deeply
sicntifically, because ity success can 1 n major contribution in e formation of the
chructer of curly childhwod children. AL the early childhood education level. L
development af empathy s one af the most ereclal aspeets in forming children who are not
only Intcllectually irﬁgm: but alsn have gpood soclal and emotianal abilities. Through
this study, we can gun @ deeper understamding of bow storvieling cm alfect the
developmient of cmpathy in chikinen, as well a5 how o apply this method in a specific kocal
10 such as in Bani Insan Ratakodo Kindergarten.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research uses a qualitative apprnach with 8 case stady research type. (Tlsman,
W) . Case study rctcmh was chosem hecause it can provide an in-depth piche of the
mnplemestation of the sorylelling metbod in develuping empathy in early chil dhosd st
Bami lisan Rahakado I{iﬂdﬁlgul'lcl'l. This n‘l‘l.n.‘l.\l_r mnie o isder in detidl leoiw the
sorytclling, method is applicd in this caviennment and its impact on the development of
emputhy in diildren uged 5-6 veurs_ (Sugiono. 2005) . Witk aguulitsive sppeowch, the dus
otz ned will focus mone on anderseanding the meanlng, experience , and faeliags felt by
children, eachers, and parears related o starviclling activities and emparhy deve lopoca.
Thes study also prionlices in-depth wmalvsis of the miencion belween educalors wmd
childrepgpnd howr orics are used o stimalate ciparry development, (Ramdhan, 2017} .

Data eolloction wochniques in tis smdy inclide abservation, incrvicws, and
documentation. Observations were conducted (o direcily observe the storyielling provess
Elh classroom and the interction between tenchers und chaldren dunng the scuvity,
Intervicws were comducted with teachers and porents nf children @0 explone their
perspectives on Lhe mivence of swrytellme methods on children's emputhy. (Sidiyg &
Chanri, 2018) . Documentution [n the form of noles on storyielling selivities, discussion

Is, amd children's work related to the staries they heard will be usod as pdditiona) dats,

daty sowmees in this sisdy consisted of teachers, chiléren, snd parents at Buni Insan
Rubakodo Knderganen. The research procedurs began wilh p.urg:m.um‘muu collection,
and data analvsis which were carnied ot in stages, (Helaludding, 20050 , The data analysis
technigue used s thematic analysis, whene the collecied data is analyzed based on emerging
themes such o5 feelmps, empathy. umd socigl inernctons mfluenced by the story.
(Luthfiyah, 20017)

. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Researgh result

In the process of implementing the sworyielling method that has been applied by
tenchers at Bani Insun Rubukodo Kinderguren, severl stages of implementation have been
carried out, including starting from the planning., implementation and evaluation stages, In
order for evervthing 1o run well and be measurahle, evervihing must run systematically wod
produce the desired catpat. Based om the data and information that has been obtaimed by
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researchers through the process of observalion, mlerviews mid Jocumenlation, here the
rescarcher will descnbe the duta on the cffectivencss of the implementation of the
storylelling method in developing empathy Torewly childhood nped 5-6 yeurs al Bani Insun
Rabakodo Kimndergarten.

Table. 1. Effectivencss Mﬁmwllqa:ﬁod in Developing Emputhy in Childnen Aged 5-6
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FromEe tuble above. it can be eaplained aboul the elfectiveness of e application
of the story methad in develaping empathy in children sged 5-6 years by carrving owt
several stages of the process including the planning, implementation and evaluation stages,
All of these are caried out by teschery o Buni Insen Rabakodo Kindergarien i order o
miaimize the potential possessed, espoecially in terms of emotional atitudes. Developing
children's empathy cun muke children have good persomalities o nuvigate o faldy comples
lifie starting from an ¢arly npe. To be clearer and more in-depth from the severnl stagos that
have been carried oul by teachers ot Bani Insun Rabakodo Kinderganen uws descnbed in the
tahbe showve, rescarchens meed oexplain comprohensively and in-depth theough the snaly sis
below.
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Lt planning stage, the implensentution of the El‘}wllilg method in developing
empathy in carly childhood at Bani lasan Rabakodo Kindergsmen was carvied out with the
aim of creatmg an abmosphere thit allows chiluren W develop twir social and emotionl
ahiligies. Planning begins with the selection of story material that is relevant and
approprioke (or the child's age. The stores chosen contain various situations thal describe
emotions such as happiness, sadnes, anger, or fear, so that children can learn to recognize
and undersiand leelimgs both in themselves wod others. The stories chosen also have
churncters that can he mle models for children in terms of emputhy and concern for others,
The story in question, For example, is nbow o child who belps his Triend who is in trouble
of about how the story character feels wnd overcomes feelings of sadness.

Further planning includes teaching stratcgics that will be spplied during stonytelling
wtvites. As in Bani Insan Babakodo Kinder garien, wachers plan for gorvielling activities
o be camicd out interactively, where children ane invited o participate by asking,
amswering, and descussmp the swory being wld. The not only makes children mone
invalved, but alsa gives them the oppomuonity to express their feclings and thoughts.
Teachers also plan the wse of visud wds. such ax piclures or puppets thal can support
chikdren’s understanding of the story and the feclings of the characters. The story material
taken also [ocuses on moral values, such as canng, couperation, amd respecting e fee lings
of mahers.

The muin goul of tis plin i (or chilren w develop emputhy. nol only by
understanding thir own fedings, but alsa by being swars of the feelings of athers. To thet
end, cach story chosen las heen designed 1o trigger groap discussion and shared reflection
on bow e cheructers i the story feel asd oteruct. The plun also indudes supporting
activities such as mle-playing. where childeen com cxpress their feclings throngh actinas or
mwvemenis, und givinge them the opportmily W see the world (rom anoller person’s
perspective. These are steps that have been dosigacd to cnsune that children not anly listen
Loy Ut sy bl aal s Do Croan i anid apply the values leamed in iheir duily lives.

For the implementation of the starviclling method in Banfpsan Rabakodo
Kimbergurten, it is curmed ool 1m o wery mleniclive and in-depth munner in scoondunce with
the aim of developing cmpathy in cardy childhaod, At thic stage, the wacher plays an
mporiant robe moensuring that the storvtelling process can lake place well wnd wuch on
cmotinnal aspects that ane relevant to child development. The reacher heging by reading the
anry with varying facial expressions and istomamsons i amract the children's atfention and
belp them Lo (eel the emolions in Lhe storv, molwdmg when telling a story aboul o child
whi fecls sad because he los his wy., the feacher nses facial cypressions that show sadness
sy Lt chuludren can more emaly idently the feeling.

After the @ory is fimished, the childres ane invised 1o discuss what they heard and
el In this session. Lhe teacher mives each child the opporunily to share teir opimions or
questions abaut the feelings of the charactens in the gory. This approach allows the wacher
1o dige deeper inbo the chibd's usderstanding o emolions and empathy . The implementation
of the storyielling method alse imvolves varions visual aids such o pictures or dolls that
depicl charncters o the story. With these asdy, children can more sasily associale the
feelings they hear with more realistic visual expressions, namely the teacher cnn use dolls
w demomstrale the characters in Uhe story, and the children are wked o imitale the
eapressions or movements of the charucters, This activity oot oaly improves their
understanding of the @ory, but also gives them the opportunity o capress foclings through
thesr bodies. In the activity, chiklren are also given the opporiunity to robe-play, where they
can hecome characters in the story and experience the simations experienced by the
charcters directly.

At the evaloation seage is an important @age in casuring the cffectiveness of the
mplememtation of the storytelling method in developing empathy in eary childhood, In
Bani Insan Rabakodo Kindergarten, evaluations ane carmied oot periodically to asess the
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extent b0 wlich chaldren have developed their empathy after participating in sorvielling
sctavities. Evaluation is carried oul by ohserviag changess in children’s behavior during and
alter the storvielling session and through children's inteructions in grosp discussions. The
teacher reconds the children's responscs o questions asked such ss whether they can
recognize their own snd olbers’ emotions in the story that has been wld. If children con
cn.u:'l:,.- rdmlil'!.- the I'l:l:tins': ol the characters in the sty and share their own I'ucllrlp. ut
shows tht (s method is effective.

The evaluation alsn includes direct nbservation of children's social interactions
oalside of storvielling sessions. Teachers observe whether there is an increase in chaldren’s
shility tn show empathy in their daily lives. namecly helping tfriends who are having trouble
or providing emmolional suppart when friendbs are feeling sad, I§ a chald sees a foend crving
hecanse they have fallen, whether the child approaches and provides attention or support
15 @ direct imhicator of mereassdEhpathy gamed through the storyelling method. Ths
evilualion 1s Important because i provides an overview of how the application of empathy
valses in children's real lives.

Although the mplementaton of the storetelling method o Bani Insan Babakodo
Kindergarten has shown many pesifive resubs, several challenges il anise during s
implementation. One of te main challenpes e limied me available o complele te
arnryeclling sessions in depeh. Given that carly childvood children have a sharter amention
span, somne siorylelling sessione sometimes canmst ron eplmally becuuse claldren begn o
Inse intenese or fee] hosed. To overeome this, tieachers at Bani Insan Rahakodo Kindergarten
adopled o more esabde appreach by breakane: bong siones mo seveml shorer sesswns and
inscrting, other sctivitics that actively iavolve children, such as role-playing or drawing
chumacters inthe sory_ Inthis wuy, childmen remuin involved in the learning provess without
fecling hored,

Orverall, the implemaiation of the stordelling methad at Bani Insan Rabakodo
Kindengurten has hod a sigmlicam positive ingpact in Jevebopmg empathy 1m early
childhood, After sevem] storvtelling sessinms, the childen shawed a clear improvement in
thewr abilaty 1o revognize wnd understand ther owa woed vihers' feelings. Many chaldnen wha
mrevicnsly conld not express their Fazlings clearly ane nosw more open and ahle to express
ther leelings in simple wonds. Fur exumple. aier listening 1o u story about a child caring
for a sick friend, several childen spantancously offered help o their friends who fell or
locked sad. The children also showed more concern [or Lheir nemds' feelings. They were
mode likely o shane and cooperate in groap activitics. For example, when playing tagether,
chilkiren who previously did not care much about [mends who were having dilficulizes wre
now more |ikely i offer help or give atiention when their friends are having difficulties in
The game.

IMscnssion

The dEganation shove shows that the implementation of the story methiod is gaite
eifective in developing empathy in children pped 56 years al Bani Insn Rabukodo
Kindergamen. The achievement of the implementation of the story method cannst be
separiled [rom several forms of wativities thal have been camed out by sachers in
implemsenting the sory method as an O to develop empathy in children aged 546 years
st Bum Insan Rabekido Kinderparien. Prom the resulis of observations, interviews and
docurmentation, the researcher will explain the Form of implementation of the story meth§g]
carried oul by teachers at Banl Insan Rabakodo Klmlergarien o develop empathy in
children sged 5-6 yeurs, including the [ollowing:

1. Choosing Steries That Are Relevant (o Children's Empathy Development
Teachers w1 Bani Insun Rabukodo Kindergarten undensand thut chooung the
right @ory is one of the main factors that can support the development of empathy in
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carly childhood. Therelore, in implementing the slorvielling method, leachers choose
stovnies that deseribe feclings and Imtenictions between chamcters thal reguire deep
emitional understmding. This selection of stories i designed o imroduce a variety of
emotions such a8 kappiness, sadiess, fear, and unger aned all feelings that children can
identily im their daily lives, The stories chosen focus on universal themes such s
fricncdship, helping esch ather, and sharing that can be examples for children to feel
empathy for others, The stories ane written in easy -lo-anderstand  Linguage wod
situations that are close to their cxpenences.

The implementation of tis siory selection begins wath a carelu] selection process
by the wiacher, The wacher chooses sionies that ane age-appropriate for the children and
have clear maral values. Dme sinry that is often wsed is about teeo fricnds sharing fond.
In thix story, o chibkd shanes has Tood with kis hungry friend, and bis fiend leels very
happy and grateful. The teacher chose this story hecanse the simation in the story is casy
Tor chiklren 1o undersiand amd they can mmmediaiely relate it w the sl of shanng thal s
arpund them. Theough this story, the scacher wants to teach the impartance of caring for
olhiers and how a person's leelings can change de pending on the actions we Lake owanks
them. Childeen who listen oo this stary can fecl how happiness anises when someone
feek wpprecialed amd cured for.

Ta deepen anderstanding, seachers invite childnen o discuss the feclings of the
churucters in the story after eling the story. Discussione con pive chiliren the
opportunity to talk and chare their faelings <o thar they hegin o ideatify and appreciate
the feclings of athers. This approach not anly introduces the concept of enpathy, but
also paves childoen space (o think obout how their feelinps con aflect olhers, wml how
they can suppont cach other. By using stories as a toal to intmduce foclings and social
inteructions . children al Bunl Insan Bubalodo Kindergasien begin o understund ihe
impartance of cmpathy in their relation ships with others,

The iriplementution of the sworyviellng metsod i Dunt Iosean Rabukeodo
Kindergarten has sn far heen very effoctive in fostoring 8 sense of caring and social
awaeness wmang children. Through sones that el aboul kindoess and empathy.
teachers guide children W recognize the importance of heing kind o others. In cach
siorylelling session, isuchers emphusize pusitve values such us shanng. helpmy. wnd
suppoiring cach other. (e of the stories nsed is a story ahour a child whao sees a friend
whiv is less formnate and decides 0 share his fomd. Afier ielling the story, the seacher
invikes the children (o discouss whal they cam do 1l they see a [nend 1 need. Children are
asked wo think aboar actions they can take w help their friends, such as sharing toys of
paying altention when o friend s sad.

Sclecting relovamt aonics dlso helps childen o more easily wnderstand and
identily thewr vwn und other peoples feslmps. Teachers choose stones thal depict o
vanely of soclal situations, both pleasant and challenging, so that children can beam o
recognize dillerent feelings. Through these stones, childeen nol only learn about the
characters in the story, bat also abaut themee lves and others arownd them. For example,
alber listening bo usbory about a child who Telt iruid w speak in (rond of the class. the
tencher invites the children to talk about their feelings of fear aind how they can
overcome those [ears.

Theough stories, leachers ot Bani [nsun Rebukesdo Kindergusten have succeeded
in helping children understand that the feelings they experience are nommal, and that
these feelings con be undersiood asd spprecinizd by others. Teachers encournge children
o talk about their feclings, both positive and negative, in open group discussions. Thesa
discussions provide o space for children o express their feelings without fear of being
judged sothat they cam lesri o appiec iate and aceept the feelings of athers., Tn this way,
chikdren begm to develop greater empathy skills which are important for their social wned
ermotional development,
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5 g With an Interactive and Participatory Approach

implementation. of the storvielling method in Bani Insanfffabakodo
Kindergurten is carried oul with an inlerictive umd purticiputory approwch o feiliae
the development of cmpathy s childres sged 5-6 years. Teachers do not only act as
storviellers who tell stories, but also invie childen o be direcilygovolved in the
starviclling process. This appronch aims for children not only 10 be passive lisieners,
bt also o actively participate in the story . Teachers ofien ask children open-ended
questions during storytelling sessions tn encourmge them to think maore decply about the
feelings experienved by the characters in the story and how they would act in similar
situations, This allows chikdren to feel and wnderstand the feclings of others, then
pructice empathetic ways Lo respomd 1o them.

Ume conerete example of the implementation of this appmach can be seen in the
storvielling mtivity abowt o chakd who s leeling sl becasse his [rieml does nol invie
hamm tor play . During the story, the eacher not only convevs Lhe storyline . but also siops
at several points to ask the children. Through questions, children are invited o think
aboul the childs fechngs mothe story and feel the aiuation. This process meguines
children to actively empathize, understand the character's emotions and find solutions
et they can apply o ther lives. This decession alse gves children the opporisnity W
share selevant perannal expericnoes so thar they can mone sasily eonncct the Story 60

In this interactive appenach. the seacher alen involves children in vanous
aclivilies that strenglben their understivmdine of the sty and enpathy. Aller Bstenins
1o the story, childeen are invited @ do group activitics, where they play the mles of
churaciers in the story, For example. in g story abowl shuring wys. te teacher inviles
children pfn}' mles hy hc‘ill!; o friend wha shares or a friced who eceives I'r:q!
Chiklmen af: showan how ql'l:la'ing' toys or IL;‘H’!iﬂg each ofher can make thenm feel lum
] uppreviated. This role-play wcuvity strenglhens therr usderstanding ol low Lhe
feclings of the characters in the stowy can he experienced by them and how they can act
with empathy wwands athers, In this way, they not only listen o the story, bet also leel
it dircctly thmugh their een cxperiences.

In implementing interactive sorsizlling, wachers at Buni Insan Rabukode
Kindergarten always crcate a fun and active stmosphere. Instead of selving solely on
werbal nurmution. teachers use props such a piciures. puppets. and music W mike the
sory more lively and interesting for children. After telling a story abour a child who
feels anxmous. the ieacher uses puppets Lo show e expressions of fear fell by Lthe
characters in the story. These pappers ane then used o isviee children to talk sbout their
own feelings when they fed afraid or anvious. This gives childron rhe oppormeiny in
inberact direcily with the charucters in U story aed feel the same leelings. The ieacher
also invites children to describe what they would do if they were in a similar sifstion
w0 that they cun think about wiys to respond with empathy. This technigque nol ondy
docpens their understanding of emotions, bat also improves their ability o show
empally in everyday life. B

The interactive and participatony approach in this ssor ng methid hns proven
I be very efféctive in developing emputhy in yousg children. nci only listen
1o sondEla they ane also invited @ oy on pctive mle in developing the story and
finding sohitions (o the problems fuced by the charucters, In this sotivity they learn not
only to recognize their own feelings, but also o understand amd Feel the feclings of
others. This cam be seen in their duily interactions. where childres more often show
concern for their fnends to offer help or shune when their fnends are in need. In addition,
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they are allso more sepsitive o the (eelings of others which is an importand (irst slep in
bullding decper emputhy.
Using Viswal Media and Pappeis o Deepen Understanding

The wse of visual media and puppets in Bani Insan Rabakodo Kinderganen s
one of the importust strulegies mplemeatad by lechers in developing emputhy in curly
chikdhond. The use of these props is not only inteaded to attract chikdren's atsengion, but
also o deepen their usdemstanding of emotions asd relationships between characlers in
the story. Visual media such oy pictarcs or illestrations of the st ns well as puppets
that represent churaciers in the siory can help children recognize B ul expressions und
body movements (hat rellect the chusocter's feelings. In this way. children ore expeciad
o be able to more 2asily understand the teelings in the story and can feel empathy for
the fechings experienved by the characters in the story

The implementatinon of the use of wvisual media in Bani Insan Rshakodo
Kindergarten cam be seen in storyielling activities thit use prctures and piciure cards.
Ewvery fime the fcacher tells a siory, the feacher shows pictures that depict the main
charucier's expresson. incleding a happy, sad. angry. or scaral Gace. When children see
these pictures, they are encourzged tae guess and discuss what feelings the characters in
the slory are expenencing. The adivily pol ooly introduces cerlan feelmgs. bul ulso
invites children s identify and usderstand the feclings of others in various simsations.
For example, wlier o sbory abowt s child wiso feels scured when be [ird poes o school,
the seacher shows a picture of & charscier wha looks ancbous. The feacher then asks the
children, *What can we do if our fricmd fiecls seared Tike this?™ The children then discuss
b they would help o Iricad who s scarsd by giving them seppor of encuorgement.

T addirion o wsing picaies, ieachers o Bani Insan Rabakodo Kindergamen also
use puppels us storylelling wids. These puppels dre uwed Lo degict charsclers m e sioey
and gi!n.. chilldmen mone realistic viwaal K wioms, Fach et B’ gi\-‘cn .||'|c;;'in.l
chiructerstics that malch the slory being reid, such s the clever Kancil puppet or the
hig and kind elephart pappet, These puppets are used to display facial cxpressions and
besdy movements that depict Lthe churucler's emolions when esperiencing certan
situations. In the story about sharing fond, the pappet that i the main character will
show a huppy expression when he gets help [rom hes fesd, The seacher alse asks the
children fo imitate the cxpression nsing pappets. Thar way, the children not only hear
the stoey, but alen fecl it trongh the direct actions they doowith the puppers.

The wse of visual mede and puppets provides spuce [or children o be more
active in the storyielling process, They arc invited o play a direct rode in the story by
using puppels io desenibe the leelimrs of the charscters being told. After telling Lhe story,
children are given the oppomusity o play wles using puppets, so that they can dinectly
feel the feelings experienced by the churaclers in the store. The wpplication of Lhis
method is when relling sories abourt feclings of anger and how o ovescome them. The
leucher uses puppets Lo show excessive expressions ol anger, then usks the children how
they can helpa friend wha is angry. Children are invited to play roles with angry puppets
and try o solve problems by wlking or wpologining. This wotivity b8 very ellective in
tenching, children how to manage their enotions and helping themt understand  how
others feel,

The success of vsimg visual medin and puppets in developing empathy in
chikdren ot Bani Insan Rahakodo Kinderparten can be seen in changes in their daily
behavior, Children wre increasingly able o recognize und express their own feelings, ax
wll as understand the feelings of their friends, They are mone sensitive o the feclings
of athers and tend o be more willing o help friesds who are having difficulties or
fecling sad. Aftes telling a story about a child who feels bonely amd is not invited to play,
children in the class began to pay more atlention to friends who are lonely or isolsted.
They mode oft e lwvite freads 1o play togethes amd show atention that shows that they
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ol only understaid the story bal can also apply the empatly lessons learmed in their
dally lives.

By using visual media mnd poppets, the ieacher musiped w0 make the story mdne
lively and easicr for cififiren to understand, The use of these props helps children o
more casily recopnize wsd understand e feclings of the charucters in the story . ten
makes it easier for them 10 conmoct the feelings of the characters with their own
experiences. This shows that Uw spproach involving visual media and puppels is very
effective in decpening children’s anderstanding of emotines and relationships hetween
characters, then in building strong empathy skills of an eurly age.

Activities To Improve Secial Empathy

Raule-pliying activities at Bami Insan Rabakodo Kindergarien wre one of the mest
cffective methads m increasing social empathy in carly childhood. Teachers infegrase
thas activity alter each storyielling session, which wms o mvite chaldren o experience
the mole of the charciers m the story direcily. Role-pluying provikes an opportunity for
children to enter the world of the story and bring o life the feclings and simations
experienced by the characiers 1n the story, Through this activity, chikiren pol only hsten
it and onderstand the emotions of the characiers. bot also foel them directly, which in
twrn improves teir ability o usderstand and respond (o e feelngs of others.

Afier telling a stary aboat a charactzr who feck anxious o afraid, the seacher
inviles the children L robe-play by laking the position of te characer in the story. For
cxample, in a story ahout a child whe is afraid oo speak in front of the class, te children
are given Lhe opponunily W play the mole ol e chld who feels aeaous. They e asked
1o show facial expressions snd hody langusge rhag reflect fear or anxiety. The teacher
then usky the children, *How do you feel when you huve w speak in froel of your
friends? What can you da to overcoime your Fear?™ The children mog anly talk shout their
feclings, hut they also practics wass ta overcoms faclings of fear by practicing speaking
in [ront of their Iriends in tums, This sctvity ol only iscreases children's wwareness of
their own feclings, it also helps them o cmpathize with friends wha may fecl the same
WY,

In the implementation of rle-playing , the teacher alsn invites children fo interact
with their (nemds m vanous social roles. In the story sboul shaning food, children we
invited to play neo fricnds wha share fond with cach other. Fach child is asked to play
the role of a friend who gives or receives help while pructicing fucial expressions and
wonds that show gratinade or happiness. Through this mde-plaving, children can facl
how importanl it is o shane and how empathy anses when sumeone fecls apprecisied or
cared for. This activity also helps children to practice sacial skills, such as speaking
pelitzly, saying thank voa, and showing concern for othors,

Baole-plaving sctivities 2t Bam Inson Bsbokodo Kindergurien ol len vl ve mone
compley sinsations that test children's abiliny so respond 1o their friends” emotions, Ina
story sboul & (rsend who leels sud bocause he lost his wy. children wre invited w play
the: pale of o friend who trics o comfon or help the sad friend. Children are asked 1
think of words or sciions that can comlort their iriend. The weacher provides examples
using puppets or other props and then asks the children g express their feelings verbally
wnidl noa-verbally, This sctivily gives children Lhe oppoftanity w show thear emipathy
theough real actions, which equips them with important social skills for their daily lives,

Through rule-pluying, children nol cnly leam fo recognize and respond to their
friends’ feelings, bt akso understand the importance of working together and supporting
each other 1 various social situsions. At Bani Insun Rabskodo Kinderganen, mle-
playing is not jusl o game, bat 1 means to build children's characters who ae mone
caring . atientive, and empathenic o the feelings of others. This activity has been shown
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1o help children become more sensitive 0 the emotional sutes of their fnemds, as well
&5 encourage them to aet o a more podtive and caring way. Whes children are given
space W leel and express the [eelings of the chamcters in the siory, they become more
open and resdy o apply ernpathy in their daily soclal lives.
D, CON SIHON
is study shows tal the implementition of the storve ling in Bumi Insan
Rabakado Kinderganen has proven effective in developing empathy in enrly childbond,
especially Childnen wpsd 5-6 veurs. Through vureous [orms of sctivities such as selecting
stowries that are relevint to the development of emputhy. storyeelling with an interactive wnd
icipatory approach, the use of visual media and puppels, asd role-plaving octivities,
ikiren mat anly listen to stories but are also directly invalved in foeling and experiencing
the feclings of the characters in the story. Teachers af Buni Insan Rabakodo Kindergarion
eonsistenily ufilire these mothods to introduce, @pen. and strengthen children’s
understanding of feelings and empathy which are very important for their socil -ematonal
develapmant. 8
Role-playving actvites, in prtisular, hive been shown 10 be very ellective m
enhancing children’s social empathy. Children are encouraged to not only recognize their
own feelings, hut also respond to and asderstand the feclings of others in differenr social
stlwations. This storylelling process mvolving dirsscl micsction gives children Uhe
opportunity @ cxphone cmaotions mone deeply and practice empathy in 2 more real context.
Owerall, the implemention of miengiive wd (un storylelling metvods @ Ban Insan
Rabakodo Kindergaren not anly strengthens ehildren’s empathy shilities, bur also helps
them develop imporiaml socil =kills i deear daile lives.
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