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Abstrak

Pendidikan agama Islam menghadapi berbagai tantangan yang kompleks yang
berkembang seiring dengan perkembangan zaman dan perubahan sosial. Globalisasi,
teknologi, politisasi agama, multikulturalisme, dan eksklusivisme menjadi beberapa
faktor utama yang mempengaruhi dinamika pendidikan agama Islam saat ini. Tujuan
penelitian ini adalah mengetahui tentang bagaimana tantangan dan peluang pendidikan
agama Islam di lingkungan sekuler, metodologi yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini
adalah studi literatur.

Hasil penelitian yang diperoleh adalah bahwa pendidikan agama Islam di lingkungan
sekuler ~menghadapi tantangan kompleks seperti  globalisasi, teknologi,
multikulturalisme, dan eksklusivisme agama. Globalisasi membawa nilai-nilai sekuler
yang bertentangan dengan ajaran agama Islam, sementara multikulturalisme menuntut
toleransi antaragama. Perubahan paradigma pendidikan juga mengharuskan pendidikan
agama Islam menyesuaikan diri dengan pembelajaran yang lebih holistik. Namun,
terdapat pula peluang, seperti kolaborasi antaragama dan pemanfaatan teknologi dalam
pembelajaran, yang dapat dimanfaatkan. Dengan pendekatan holistik dan adaptif,
pendidikan agama Islam dapat memperkuat identitas keislaman, meningkatkan kualitas
guru, memanfaatkan teknologi, melibatkan orang tua dan masyarakat, serta
mewujudkan pembelajaran yang menyeluruh. Hal ini akan membantu pendidikan
agama Islam menjadi instrumen penting dalam membentuk karakter siswa,
membangun harmoni antar agama, dan menghadapi berbagai tantangan dalam
kehidupan modern.

Kata Kunci : Pendidikan Agama Islam; Multikultarisme; Sekulerisme; Peluang dan
Tantangan
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Abstract

Islamic religious education faces various challenges that develop along with the times
and social changes. Globalization, technology, politicization of religion,
multiculturalism, and exclusivism are some of the main factors influencing the
dynamics of Islamic religious education today. This research aims to discover the
challenges and opportunities of Islamic religious education in a secular environment.
The methodology used in this research is a literature study.

The research results show that Islamic religious education in a secular environment
faces complex challenges such as globalization, technology, multiculturalism, and
religious exclusivism. Globalization brings secular values that conflict with Islamic
religious teachings, while multiculturalism demands interfaith tolerance. Changes in
the educational paradigm also require Islamic religious education to adapt to more
holistic learning. However, opportunities, such as interfaith collaboration and the use
of technology in learning, can be exploited. With a holistic and adaptive approach,
Islamic religious education can strengthen Islamic identity, improve teacher quality,
utilize technology, involve parents and the community, and realize comprehensive
learning. This will help Islamic religious education become an important instrument in
shaping student character, building interfaith harmony, and facing various challenges
in modern life.

Keyword : Islamic Religious Education; Multiculturalism; Secularism; Opportunities
and Challenges
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic religious education often faces complex challenges but provides
inclusive spiritual and social development opportunities. In the Indonesian
context, it has unique characteristics. First, Indonesia, as a country with the
largest Muslim majority in the world but also upholds the principle of a secular,
unitary state, places Islamic religious education amid challenging dynamics.
The challenge is integrating Islamic values within the secular framework the
state adopts. Second, Islamic religious education in Indonesia is also faced with
challenges in providing inclusive education for all levels of society, including
religious minorities. Even though Islam is the majority in Indonesia, an
inclusive approach to Islamic religious education will strengthen diversity and
respect human rights. (Hernawati & Mulyani, 2023; Ismail & W, 2022)

In the context of a secular environment, Islamic religious education is often
faced with challenges in maintaining religious identity amidst ideological and
value pluralism. For example, in secular Western countries, Islamic religious
education must strive to strengthen Islamic values without ignoring the
principles of democracy and secularism, which are the foundation of society.
Another challenge facing Islamic religious education is the adaptation of
curricula and teaching methods to ensure their relevance in a rapidly changing
context. In an increasingly secular society, Islamic religious education must
develop strategies that enable students to understand religious values
concerning contemporary social and political realities. (Arkoun & D. Lee, 1994;
Mallarangan et al., 2024; Rubin, 2014)

In some secular environments, religion is often the target of politicization
to meet certain interests, which in turn can obscure the true understanding and
practice of religion. This phenomenon is especially visible in major religions
such as Islam, where political agendas often influence how people view and
practice their religious teachings. Ironically, in many cases, politics tries to
claim moral authority by using religion as a means of legitimation. This creates
a confusing atmosphere where correct religious understanding is often mixed
with imposed political agendas. (Baso’ et al., 2023; Rifky, Duryat, et al., 2023;
Saumur, 2019)

Another challenge faced is the increasingly growing phenomenon of
multiculturalism. In today's increasingly open and diverse society, schools are
often places where children from diverse cultural and religious backgrounds
meet. This places Islamic religious education amid complex challenges. On the
one hand, Islamic religious education must maintain its own identity and ensure
that its students understand Islamic beliefs and principles well. On the other
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hand, schools must also be places where tolerance, respect for differences, and
cooperation between religious communities are taught and practiced. (N. Ali &
Noor, 2019; Arifudin et al., 2024; Supriani et al., 2022)

Changes in educational paradigms are an inevitable phenomenon in the
evolution of educational systems, both in secular and religious environments.
However, in Islamic religious education, these changes present serious
challenges that must be addressed wisely. Modern education often prioritizes
cognitive and technological aspects in the learning process. This can create a
gap between the approaches used in general education and Islamic religious
education. In Islamic religious education, strengthening the dimensions of
spirituality and morality in learning becomes increasingly urgent. Islamic
religious education is not only about understanding religious teachings
cognitively but also about forming strong character and morality in individuals.
In a world that is increasingly secular and influenced by materialist values, the
challenge of maintaining the authenticity and depth of religious teachings is
becoming increasingly greater. (Fauzi & Imron Rosadi, 2022; Lubis &
Anggraeni, 2019)

Technology and social media development have brought significant
challenges to Islamic religious education. In this digital era, information is
easily accessible via the internet and various social media platforms. This
exposes students to various ideologies and views that may not align with Islamic
religious values. In this context, Islamic religious education is faced with the
difficult task of ensuring that students' religious understanding and practices
remain consistent with true Islamic teachings. (Narayanti et al., 2024; Rahmania
& Tabroni, 2021; Rifa’i & Choli, 2020)

Along with the progress of globalization and the development of
information technology, secular values such as individualism, consumerism,
and pluralism increasingly dominate society. This causes friction between
Islamic religious teachings and the secular values adopted by society. There is
also a need for more understanding and practice of religious values. Students
tend to be more influenced by popular culture and mass media than religious
teachings, creating a gap between religious knowledge and practice. (Dalmeri
et al., 2022; Khobir, 2009; Rifky, 2024)

Moreover, the need for more number and quality of Islamic religious
education teachers has become a fundamental problem that affects the secular
environment. As an integral part of education, Islamic religious education plays
a significant role in shaping Muslim individuals' values, ethics, and morality.
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However, the main challenge is adequate qualified teachers to provide effective
learning. (Hilmi, 2018; Kosim & Subhi, 2016; Rifky, Paling, et al., 2024)

During various challenges, Islamic religious education could also
collaborate with education from other religions. Through interfaith cooperation,
Islamic religious education can broaden students' religious understanding and
experience and build harmonious relations between religious communities. This
kind of collaboration can open the door to intercultural and interreligious
dialogue, which is crucial in fostering a deeper understanding of universal
human values. In secular education, where diversity of religions and beliefs is
often part of everyday reality, integrating Islamic education with other religions
can be a strong foundation for tolerance and respect for differences. (Enoh et
al., 2023; Ghozali, 2021; Rifky, Yani, et al., 2023)

Also, Islamic religious education has the opportunity to carry out
interdisciplinary integration with other social sciences and humanities. In an
increasingly complex and globally connected world, Islamic religious education
has the potential to become a bridge between religious values and understanding
of existing social realities. One way to optimize the role of Islamic religious
education is through an interdisciplinary approach, where religious aspects are
combined with knowledge and understanding from other scientific disciplines.
(Amin, 2015; Indrianto, 2020; Rifky, Udin, et al., 2023)

Therefore, based on the background of the problem above, there is a need
for a comprehensive, in-depth study of Islamic religious education from the
perspective of challenges and opportunities in a secular environment.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The type of research used by the author is qualitative research. Qualitative
research examines the condition of natural objects, where the researcher is the
key instrument. According to Moleong, qualitative research aims to understand
the phenomena experienced by the research subjects. Saryono stated that
qualitative research is used to investigate, discover, describe, and explain the
qualities or features of social influence that cannot be explained, measured, or
described using a quantitative approach.

The author uses a qualitative method in this research with a literature study
approach. This type of research is documentary research because the data
required is from library materials, namely the data source. This research is
carried out by studying and analyzing various relevant literature to the research
title. (J. Moleong, 2017; Saryono, 2007; Sugiyono, 2013; Sutrisno, 1991)
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Challenges of Religious Politicization

Religion is often used as a political tool to achieve certain goals, which can
ultimately make the understanding and implementation of true religious
teachings clear. This situation is especially visible in mainstream religions such
as Islam, where political agendas often influence how people understand and
practice religious principles. Ironically, in many cases, politicians attempt to
assert their moral authority by appealing to religion as justification for their
political actions. The impact is to create a confusing situation where a correct
understanding of religious teachings is often mixed up with forcefully driven
political motives. (Asad, 2003; Huntington, 2011; Rifky, Saudale, et al., 2024)

Therefore, this can lead to internal conflict between the correct
understanding of the Islamic religion and the political agenda that is
implemented harshly. For example, in some countries, political leaders try to
use religion as a basis for the legitimacy of their policies, which sometimes
contradicts true Islamic principles. As a result, Islamic religious education has
become increasingly important in responding to these challenges by preparing
students to distinguish between pure religious teachings and the political
manipulation hidden behind them. (Mahmood, 2011; Roy, 2004)

In this context, Islamic religious education must provide a strong
understanding of fundamental Islamic values, such as justice, compassion, and
tolerance. This must be done by providing a solid foundation in true religious
teachings and helping students understand how political interests can perceive
and manipulate their religion. As part of the curriculum, students should be
taught to critically consider the role of politics in the context of their religion,
as well as to recognize signs of politicization that have the potential to
undermine their understanding. (Cesari, 2014; March 2015; Rifky, Devi, et al.,
2024)

Additionally, students must be empowered with strong analytical skills to
filter information and evaluate political claims based on religion. Thus, Islamic
religious education will equip students with a solid understanding of their
religion and the ability to face challenges that may arise from the politicization
of religion. This will enable future generations to practice their religion with
greater awareness of political manipulation and with a firmer belief in the moral
principles upon which it is based.
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B. Challenges of Multiculturalism

The importance of teaching tolerance and cooperation between religious
communities in Islamic religious education is very great. This is because, in a
multicultural society, students will interact with classmates who may have
different religious beliefs and practices. Therefore, Islamic religious education
needs to teach universal values such as compassion, empathy, and respect for
diversity to ensure that students not only understand their religion but can also
respect and understand the religions of others. (Anwar, 2016; Fitriani, 2023)

Apart from that, Islamic religious education must also overcome conflicts
or tensions that may arise due to religious differences. Islamic teachers need to
have skills in communicating effectively and helping students to resolve
differences peacefully and constructively. This also requires collaboration with
religious teachers and other school leaders to create an environment that
supports interfaith dialogue and mutual understanding. (Hashmi, 2021)

Amid these challenges, Islamic religious education has a great opportunity
to become an agent of positive change in building an inclusive and empathetic
society. By teaching universal Islamic values such as justice, generosity, and
peace, Islamic religious education can play an important role in forming a young
generation that respects differences and is ready to contribute to an increasingly
multicultural society. Therefore, Islamic religious education institutions need to
continue to adapt to changes in the secular environment and ensure that the
religious education they provide is relevant and meaningful for their students.
C. Changes in Educational Paradigm

Islamic religious education needs to adapt to the demands of the times while
maintaining the core values that form the basis of its teachings. This demands a
creative and innovative approach to delivering learning material so religious
messages can be conveyed effectively and relevantly in modern life. Apart from
that, the need to strengthen the dimension of spirituality in Islamic religious
education also emphasizes the importance of developing skills in worship and
strengthening the individual's relationship with the Creator. (Al-Attas, 1993;
Hathout, 2008)

When facing changes in the educational paradigm, educators and
stakeholders in Islamic religious education must pay attention to societal
dynamics and the surrounding environment. They must adapt to technological
developments and modern lifestyles without sacrificing the essence of religious
education itself. This requires renewal in teaching methods, the use of
technology in the learning process, and the increase of rs' competence to become
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exfoliators in strengthening the spirituality and morality of students. (Makdisi,
1981)

Thus, changing the educational paradigm is a challenge and an opportunity
for Islamic religious education to continue to be relevant and useful in facing
the realities of the times. Through a holistic and comprehensive approach,
Islamic religious education can significantly contribute to forming individuals
with noble character and high spiritual sensitivity to answer the moral and
spiritual challenges faced in contemporary life.

D. Technology and Social Media Challenges

The main impact of technology and social media development is its
influence on students' thinking patterns and behavior. Students tend to be
exposed to various content widely spread online, including content contrary to
Islamic religious values. For example, they may be exposed to radical views or
practices that conflict with the true teachings of Islam. Therefore, Islamic
religious education needs to find innovative approaches to conveying Islamic
religious values to remain relevant to the current context. (Judijanto et al., 2024;
Mas’ula & Hakim, 2023)

One innovative approach that can be taken is to utilize technology itself as
a means to spread true Islamic teachings and build a solid understanding in
students. For example, Islamic religious education institutions can use social
media platforms to convey authentic and relevant religious messages in
language tailored to students' understanding. Apart from that, using technology
in the form of educational applications or games can also be an effective way to
attract students' interest and help them understand Islamic religious concepts
more interactively. (Firmansyah, 2019)

However, the use of technology in Islamic religious education must also be
accompanied by appropriate supervision and guidance. Educators must ensure
that the content delivered via technology is by true Islamic teachings and does
not deviate. Apart from that, educators also need to be actively involved in
assisting students in understanding and interpreting the information they receive
through technology and social media. (Nuryana, 2019)

With an innovative approach and proper monitoring, developments in
technology and social media do not have to be an obstacle to Islamic religious
education in a secular environment. On the other hand, technology can be used
to strengthen students' religious understanding and practice so that Islamic
religious values remain relevant in their daily lives.
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E. Lack of Quality Teachers

One major concern is teachers' need for a more in-depth understanding of
Islamic religious teachings. Many may have a limited educational background
in this field or need more knowledge to convey the material appropriately and
meaningfully. As a result, there is a risk that the Islamic religious message could
be conveyed inaccurately or even misinterpreted, which could affect students'
understanding and appreciation of their religion. (N. D. Ali, 2015)

Apart from that, there is also a need to integrate religious values into the
context of modern life. Today's world is developing rapidly, with ever-changing
social, technological, and cultural changes. This requires that Islamic religious
education be relevant to the realities of today's life. However, many teachers
may need help connecting religious teachings and students' daily challenges and
changes. (Hawi, 2017)

When teachers cannot integrate religious values with the context of modern
life, this can reduce learning effectiveness. Students may need help seeing the
daily relevance and practical application of their learning. This can also reduce
students' interest and involvement in learning about Islam. (Maharani &
Mavianti, 2024)

Islamic religious education teachers need greater training and investment
in professional development to overcome these challenges. Training should
include a deep understanding of Islamic religious teachings and teaching
methods that are innovative and relevant to the modern context. Additionally,
supporting collaboration between educational institutions, religious
communities, and other stakeholders can help ensure that Islamic religious
education becomes more effective and relevant in meeting the needs of Muslim
students in today's secular environment.

F. Interfaith Collaboration Opportunities

Developing an inclusive and comprehensive curriculum is one way to
achieve this collaboration goal. The curriculum can include an in-depth
understanding of the teachings and practices of the Islamic religion while still
leaving room for an understanding of other religions. This can be done by
including modules or lessons that discuss the similarities and differences
between Islam and other religions and introduce students to interreligious
dialogue principles. Thus, students will better understand the Islamic religion
and be equipped with extensive knowledge about the diversity of religions
worldwide. (Mukhlis & Makhya, 2020; Tanjung et al., 2023)

Extracurricular activities and social events involving students from various
religious backgrounds can promote interfaith tolerance and cooperation. For
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example, schools can hold seminars, workshops, or religious festivals involving
representatives from various religious communities. Through direct interaction
and exchanging ideas, students will learn to appreciate differences and build
mutual respect. (Rifky, Malahayati, et al., 2023; Ruslan Gunawan, 2023)

With strong collaboration between Islamic religious education and other
religions in a secular environment, we can create an educational environment
that promotes peace, tolerance, and respect for differences. This will help create
a more open-minded generation, reduce interfaith conflict, and strengthen the
foundations for a more inclusive and harmonious society. As a result, Islamic
religious education will not only be a means of strengthening students' religious
identity. However, they will also be a force that encourages unity and peace in
a multicultural society.

G. Interdisciplinary Integration Opportunities

With this approach, Islamic religious education can significantly contribute
to holistically shaping the character and morality of individuals and society. For
example, by integrating moral principles in Islamic teachings with psychology,
religious education can help individuals better understand human motivation
and behavior. This will help form a strong and empathetic personality, the basis
for social harmony. (Anggraini, 2022; Tsoraya et al., 2023)

In addition, integration with social sciences such as sociology and
anthropology can help Islamic religious education understand the social context
in which its teachings are applied. With a better understanding of societal
dynamics, religious education can design relevant and effective programs to
spread inclusive and tolerant Islamic values. (1di, 2015)

The main challenge in implementing this interdisciplinary approach is
finding a meeting point between the social sciences and humanities and Islamic
religious teachings without sacrificing religious integrity. However, these
challenges can be overcome with a careful approach and collaboration between
experts from various disciplines.

Islamic religious education in a secular environment also needs to pay
attention to the increasingly rapid development of information and
communication technology. By utilizing digital platforms and social media,
religious education can reach a wider audience and strengthen religious
messages in everyday life. (Mubarok & Sunarto, 2024)

Thus, Islamic religious education in a secular environment has great
potential to become an agent of positive change in forming individuals with
noble character and a harmonious society. Interdisciplinary integration with
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other social sciences and humanities is one of the keys to realizing this potential
and overcoming the challenges.

CONCLUSIONS

Islamic religious education in a secular environment faces complex and
diverse challenges. Globalization, multiculturalism, changes in educational
paradigms, technology, politicization of religion, social and cultural changes,
exclusivism, and curriculum development are some of the main challenges that
need to be overcome. However, in facing these challenges, various
opportunities can be utilized to improve the quality of Islamic religious
education.

The results that have been identified, such as increasing teacher training,
strengthening students' Islamic identity, using technology in learning, and
interfaith collaboration, are important steps in responding to these challenges.
Apart from that, supporting active religious awareness, empowering the role
of Islamic religious education in building national character, providing space
for reflection and contemplation, and integrating religious learning with other
sciences are also efforts that can be made to strengthen Islamic religious
education in a secular environment.

By optimizing existing potential and opportunities, Islamic religious
education can remain relevant and effective in forming quality individuals, a
harmonious society, and a cultured and civilized nation. This requires
cooperation and commitment from various parties, including the government,
educational institutions, teachers, parents, and the wider community, to create
a conducive educational environment and promote Islamic religious values in
everyday life. In this way, Islamic religious education can continue to
contribute positively to building the nation and creating a better world.
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